
Patriots and Rams to battle it out
again in Super Bowl, 17 years later

Los Angeles Rams kicker Greg Zuerlein (4) kicked the game-winning field goal in overtime of the NFC championship game

against the New Orleans Saints on January 20, 2019, in New Orleans, Louisiana. The Rams won 26-23 and will face the Patriots

in the NFL Super Bowl on February 3 in Atlanta, Georgia. Photo by: Carolyn Kaster/AP Photo 

It began in 2002. Back then the Rams were in St. Louis and the Patriots were a

courageous underdog standing in the way of a potential dynasty.

So much has changed since then. What hasn't changed is the Patriots' leaders, coach Bill

Belichick and quarterback Tom Brady.

The duo remains as skillful today as when they won that first championship. They now face the

Rams, who relocated to Los Angeles, in a Super Bowl rematch of sorts that pits the NFL's past

against its future.

At 32 years old, Rams coach Sean McVay is the youngest Super Bowl coach ever. At 66 years

old, Bill Belichick has an NFL-record 30 playoff wins.
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At 24 years old, Jared Goff is the youngest quarterback to win the National Football Conference

(NFC) championship. At 41 years old, Brady will be the oldest quarterback to start a Super Bowl.

The Los Angeles Rams enter the Super Bowl with 15 wins and 3 losses. The team is back in the

championship game for the first time since that meeting against the Patriots 17 years ago. The

New England Patriots enter with 13 wins and 5 losses. New England is back for the third straight

time, and the fourth time in five seasons. They lost the Super Bowl to the Philadelphia Eagles last

year. In total, it will be the Patriots' ninth Super Bowl appearance since Belichick got the New

England dynasty on track in the 2002 win over St. Louis.

What Was Novel Is Now Normal

The Rams duo of McVay and Goff has spent the past two seasons showing that a new age of

football is coming. It is one in which McVay's reimagined offense has dealt a blow to the old,

increasingly dated idea that teams ultimately must win championships with defense. The Rams

have cracked 30 points in 13 of their 18 games this season. A generation ago, that would've been

novel. Now, it's normal.

To officially usher the NFL into a new era, though, the Rams will have to get past New England.

Predictions say that the Patriots are favored to win by 1 point. The two teams will meet for Super

Bowl 53 in Atlanta, Georgia, on February 3. It will be exactly 17 years to the date of their last

Super Bowl showdown.

Is Brady up to the challenge?

Well, on Sunday, January 20, he drove the Patriots down the field for three straight touchdowns.

Two came in the fourth quarter and one sealed the win in overtime. That set the Patriots up for a

37 to 31 victory over the Kansas City Chiefs, the only team that gained more yards than the Rams

this season.
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The Patriots' win put an end to the dream of a rematch between two teams of the future, the

Rams and the Chiefs. Los Angeles and Kansas City played each other in November this season.

That game was a wildly entertaining touchdown-fest that ended in a 54 to 51 Rams victory.

Instead, we get a "rematch" of that 2002 Super Bowl, won by the Patriots 20 to 17.

The Rams entered that game looking like a team that could win championships for years to come.

The previous season they had won their first Super Bowl. Led by quarterback Kurt Warner, they

were known for their outstanding offense. They had scored 500 or more points in three straight

seasons. They were a two-touchdown favorite against Belichick and Brady. It was Brady's

second NFL season, and he was still best known as the sixth-round draft pick Belichick stuck

with after the previous quarterback Drew Bledsoe got injured.
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Brady Still Matches Opponents Touchdown-For-Touchdown

New England used ball control, defense and a last-second field goal to beat Warner and the

Rams. On the surface, it looks like the game plan might be similar this time around. Though

Brady is showing he's perfectly capable of matching opponents touchdown-for-touchdown. The

Patriots ranked fifth in overall offense this season, only 28 yards a game behind Los Angeles.

New England's offense is built around Brady, his mastery of diagnosing defenses before the play

begins and his ability to use interchangeable parts on his offense over the years. Most recently,

receiver Julian Edelman and tight end Rob Gronkowski have stood out.

Patriots Hold Onto Top Talent

The Patriots' other strength is the way they hold onto top talent.

Offensive coordinator Josh McDaniels is in charge of planning the Patriots' offense. Other teams

offer him jobs virtually every year. He was going to take a job with the Indianapolis Colts last year,

but changed his mind and returned once again to call plays for Belichick. Relying on people like

McDaniels makes the Patriots a stable team.

As for the Rams, they improved from 10th last year in offense to second this season, as McVay

and Goff found their footing. However, the biggest sign of their success may be that McVay's

offensive assistants are, as a group, the most sought-after coaching talent in the league. Two left

after last season. Two more, quarterbacks coach Zac Taylor and tight ends coach Shane

Waldron, are drawing attention this season.

Now comes the ultimate question. If they leave, will they do so with a Super Bowl ring?
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Quiz

1 Read the introduction of the article [paragraphs 1-6]. 

Which of the following BEST explains how the author introduces the MAIN idea in this section?

(A) by suggesting that the Rams and Patriots are not much different than they were in

2002

(B) by highlighting differences between the Rams and Patriots since their last Super

Bowl meeting

(C) by focusing on the odds that the Patriots will win due to their edge in talent and

experience over the Rams

(D) by implying that this Super Bowl rematch may likely be the end of the Patriots'

dominance

2 What is the MAIN reason the author includes the section “Patriots Hold Onto Top Talent”?

(A) to show that the Patriots have stuck with their top players over the years while the

Rams change them often

(B) to suggest that the Rams have a better offensive strategy than the one used by the

Patriots

(C) to predict that the Patriots will be more likely to return to the Super Bowl next year

than the Rams will

(D) to contrast the Patriots' reliable coaching staff with the Rams' more unpredictable

coaching situation

3 How does the author point out a weakness in the argument that teams win championships with

defense?

(A) by highlighting how McVay's offense has won a majority of its games by scoring

30 points or more

(B) by explaining how McVay's offense has managed to keep its opponents from

scoring too high in their games

(C) by showing how McVay's defense has dominated other teams and has led to

numerous touchdowns

(D) by describing how McVay's defense has blocked more yards than any other

football team in the NFL
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4 What is the author’s MAIN purpose for writing this article?

(A) to explain why the Patriots are the 1-point favorite to win over the Rams in this

year's Super Bowl

(B) to illustrate that McVay's approach to coaching will lead the Rams to a victory over

the Patriots this year

(C) to offer the Patriots and Rams some solutions to the problems they have faced

during the regular season

(D) to compare the styles, quarterbacks and personnel of the two teams going to the

Super Bowl this year
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Answer Key

1 Read the introduction of the article [paragraphs 1-6]. 

Which of the following BEST explains how the author introduces the MAIN idea in this section?

(A) by suggesting that the Rams and Patriots are not much different than they were in

2002

(B) by highlighting differences between the Rams and Patriots since their last

Super Bowl meeting

(C) by focusing on the odds that the Patriots will win due to their edge in talent and

experience over the Rams

(D) by implying that this Super Bowl rematch may likely be the end of the Patriots'

dominance

2 What is the MAIN reason the author includes the section “Patriots Hold Onto Top Talent”?

(A) to show that the Patriots have stuck with their top players over the years while the

Rams change them often

(B) to suggest that the Rams have a better offensive strategy than the one used by the

Patriots

(C) to predict that the Patriots will be more likely to return to the Super Bowl next year

than the Rams will

(D) to contrast the Patriots' reliable coaching staff with the Rams' more

unpredictable coaching situation

3 How does the author point out a weakness in the argument that teams win championships with

defense?

(A) by highlighting how McVay's offense has won a majority of its games by

scoring 30 points or more

(B) by explaining how McVay's offense has managed to keep its opponents from

scoring too high in their games

(C) by showing how McVay's defense has dominated other teams and has led to

numerous touchdowns

(D) by describing how McVay's defense has blocked more yards than any other

football team in the NFL
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4 What is the author’s MAIN purpose for writing this article?

(A) to explain why the Patriots are the 1-point favorite to win over the Rams in this

year's Super Bowl

(B) to illustrate that McVay's approach to coaching will lead the Rams to a victory over

the Patriots this year

(C) to offer the Patriots and Rams some solutions to the problems they have faced

during the regular season

(D) to compare the styles, quarterbacks and personnel of the two teams

going to the Super Bowl this year
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